HERALDIC EMBLEMS IN BIBLICAL ISRAEL

Heraldic
Emblems
in Biblical

Israel

Blessings of Jacob-Israel to his Twelve Sons — Genesis 49

Before Jacob died, he called together his twelve sons and foretold of blessings over each of them.
He used objects, animals, or personal characteristics as symbols. These symbols became the
standards or emblems for the tribes of the nation and later in history, the nations of Israel.

On the following pages we will study the emblems of each tribe.

Layout of the Camp of Israel — Numbers 2

“Now the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying, The sons of Israel shall camp,
each by his own standard, with the banners of their fathers' households;
thcy shall camp around the tent of meeting at a distance.” Numbers 2:1,2

Israel's camp was divided into four brigades, with three tribes in each brigade.

Each brigade carried the banner of the main tribe as the standard of the brigade:

North: Asher, Dan, Naphtali = Brigade of Dan = Eagle (Num. 2:25-31)
South: Simeon, Reuben, Gad = Brigade of Reuben = Man (Num. 2:10-16)
East: Issachar, Judah, Zebulun = Brigade of Judah = Lion (Num. 2:3-9)
West: Benjamin, Ephraim, Mansssech = Brigade of Ephraim = Ox (Num. 2:18-24)




The Heraldic Emblems
of Reuben

THE TRIBE OF REUBEIN

Reuben, you are my firstborn; My might and the begmnmg of my strength,
Preeminent in dignity and preemment in power.
Uncontrolled as water, you shall not have preeminence... (Genesis 49:3,4)
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The Heraldic Emblems
of Reuben o)
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The Heraldic Emblems

of Simeon and Levi
THE TRIBE OF SIMEON AND LEVI

Simeon and Levi are brothers; Their swords are implements of violence.
(or... their swords are weapons of violence.)

(Genesis 49:5)
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The Heraldic Emblems

of Simeon and Levi o
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The Heraldic Emblems
of Judah

THE TRIBE OF JUDAH

Judah is a lion's whelp...He couches, he lies down as a lion...
The scepter shall not depart from Judah... He washes his garments in wine

(Genesis 49:9-11)
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The Heraldic Emblem
of Zebulun

THE TRIBE OF ZEBULLIN
Zebulun will dwell at the seashore;

And he shall be a haven for ships...
(Genesis 49:13)
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The Heraldic Emblem

of Issachar
THE TRIBE OF ISSACHAR

Issachar 1s a strong donkey,
Lying down between the sheepfolds
(or... couching down between two burdens)

(Genesis 49:14)
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The Heraldic Emblems
of Dan

THE IRIBE OF.IDAIN

Dan shall be a serpent in the way, A horned snake in the path,
That bites the horse's heels, So that his rider falls backward
(Genesis 49:16)
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The Heraldic Emblem
Evn of Gad

THE TRIBE OF GAD
As for Gad, raiders shall raid him,
But he will raid at their heels
(or... Gad, a troop shall overcome him:
but he shall overcome at the last)
(Genesis 49:19) Secondary
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The Heraldic Emblem
of Asher

THE TRIBE OF ASHER

As for Asher, his food shall be rich, And he will
yield royal dainties
(or ... and he shall yield dainties to prmces )
(Genesis 49:20) - G »
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The Heraldic Emblem
| of Naphtali

THE TRIBE OF NAPHTALI

Naphtali s a doe let loose, He gives beautiful words.
or... Naphtali is a hind let loose:

he giveth goodly words.)

(Genesis 49:21)
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The Heraldic Emblems
of Ephaim (]oseph’s son)

THE TRIBE OF EREIRATINV

As the first-born of his ox, majesty is his, and his horns are the horns
of a wild ox. With them he will push the peoples, all at once,

to the ends of the earth. And those are the ten thousands of Ephraim...

(Deuteronomy 33:17)
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The Heraldic Emblems
of Manasseh (]oseph’s son>

TEIE TRIBE OF MANASSEH

Joseph is a fruitful bough, A fruitful bough by a spring; Its branches run over
a wall. The archers bitterly attacked him,
And shot at him and harassed him... (Genesis 49:22,23)
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The Heraldic Emblem

of Benjamin
THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN

Benjamin is a ravenous wolf;

In the morning he devours the prey,
And in the evening he divides the spoil.
(Genesis 49:27)

WOLFHAGEN, Borough  VAUFFELIN, Borough  UNTERGRIESBACH, ~ REMAGEN, Town
GERMANY SWITZERLAND  Town, GERMANY GERMANY

TWO MILITARY EXAMPLES i % B¢

Right: k
U-Boat fleet

The Wolf-Pack

Far Right: | il
Kalix Branch {{l¢ Z&

BARNSLEY, Borough of the \

ENGLAND Swedish Army

Three Clan /
House of...
Far left:
Moyle,Ireland
' Middle:
Cochrane
Left:

Robertson




Vitebsk area,

Gad emblem e
in Russia J (/_,-",';?"
- i i (3 - g v
Below, alter- Zp ey s ™ ol
native Levi
emblems

Reyolutionary
flag, USA

Bosnia [gin
Austro-Hun-
garian times)

Vologda

oblast (shire) . . o ’
Russia Below, Lily emblems for those who are ‘white and frank’” (Laban)

o oo e

Yok s ol o
L ¥ ¥

KOS

Vizirov clan, Karel de Groot Valois district Ledcice, Czech Charlottenburg,
Russtan Fed. (Charlemagne) France Commonwealth Germany

NL GOUDEN RIJDER MUNTEN ANNO 1750




The City (in London, UK.) Moscow, Russia Statue of Russian king

slaying Khazar warrior

{;_‘t" ‘

% )
o by ey Q’Wﬂﬂ’

NL GOUDEN MUNTEN UIT HET TIUDPERK VAN DE VOC




